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Introduction 

The Earth Trust runs a highly successful, curriculum linked, Outdoor Classroom programme, 

which reaches 3000 school children per year from over 80 school groups, from Oxfordshire 

and beyond. The staff team of three have over 25 years of experience between them. 

Learning outside of the classroom has been demonstrated to lead to improved outcomes for 

children, and environmental education is essential in inspiring the next generation to value 

and look after it.  

Funding from Nineveh Charitable Trust and other Grant Making Trusts has significantly 

reduced the shortfall which we face in delivering the Outdoor Classroom programme, 

keeping it affordable for schools; and the end of the school year seems like a timely 

occasion to produce an update report on our activities. 

 

Numbers of Children on the Outdoor Classroom 

We have had a pleasing end to the school year, with the last three months (May – July) 

showing many more visits than we had anticipated, as shown in the table below. 

 

Number of school children expected vs actual in the months May – July 2013 

Project Expected 
Numbers 

Expected 
Income 

Actual 
Numbers 

Actual  
Income 

Outdoor Classroom 955 £5980 1511 £9008 

 



Looking ahead 

We now have a busy summer ahead of us, running summer clubs, developing our website, 

developing new workshops for school groups, and taking bookings ready for the new term in 

September (which are already coming in). 

We continually listen to feedback from schools which visit us, and as a result are in the 

process of planning some new workshops, and redeveloping the way we offer all of our 

workshops, to make it clearer and easier for schools to understand.  

Our ‘Food and Farming’ strand of workshops is already in development, and will be ready for 

the start of term in September. Workshops will be targeted at Early Years Foundation Stage, 

and Key Stage 1 and 2. Subject areas covered will include planting and growing food, what 

plants need, rural crafts, food miles and sustainable farming. The ‘Living History’ strand will 

be developed over the summer months, and could include workshops around Iron Age and 

Roman Britain, Saxons and Vikings, Medieval, Tudor and/or Archaeology and Chronology.  

As always with our Outdoor Classroom, all subject areas covered will link to the National 

Curriculum. 

 

Summary 

All in all it has been a pleasing end to the school year, and with increased support from 

Charitable Trusts including Nineveh Charitable Trust, we are hopeful that the Outdoor 

Classroom will continue to deliver affordable, high quality outdoor learning workshops for 

schools. 


